Name: Hiroki Nakagawa (Meito High School)
Title: My experiences in Australia.

I have two precious memories through this program. I went to a foreign country for the first
time in my life. I was able to experience many things in Australia, and enjoyed my stay in Sydney and
Blue Mountains very much.

The first one is school experience in Sydney. I went to Shore High School for one day on July
29th. This was the first time for me to go to an Australian school. I attended the classes with my buddy.
I studied math, science, physical education, and geography. Students were actively speaking during
classes. I also enjoyed recess and lunch time with my friends. I tried to talk with many students. They
were kind, so I was able to talk with them happily. I was surprised that most students did not do any
club activities after school. The Australian school was very different from the Japanese one in classes
and timetable.

The second memory is the homestay in Blue Mountains. This was the first time for me to stay
with an Australian family, so I was a little nervous at first. However, I felt happy when I finally met my
host family. They were so kind, and I will never forget the time I spent with them. I stayed in Blue
Mountains for four nights. During the stay, I made many friends and had a good time. At Blue
Mountains Grammar School, I experienced the Australian school life for four days. I played a popular
game called handball at lunch time. The game needs eight squares to play, and we bounce a small ball
to other player’s square. I enjoyed it very much. I also went to Wentworth Falls as a sightseeing. The
view was very beautiful, and I took many pictures. On the third day of the stay, there was a dinner party.
My friends and I performed Japanese martial arts, such as judo, kendo and Japanese folk dance called
“Soran Bushi”. After that, I ate dinner with my friends. On the last night, my Japanese friends and their
buddies came to my host family’s house and we played video game together. We also ate pizzas for
dinner. That night was very fun.

These are the precious memories that I cannot forget. In Australia, I experienced many
wonderful things that I can never experience in Japan. I would like to make use of this experience to

make myself study English harder.
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Name: Sakura Inui (Meito High School)
Title: My first visit to foreign country

I could learn a lot of new things through the experience of the program. Actually it was my first
visit to a foreign country, and I had never gotten on the airplane before. So I had been really excited, and
nervous until [ arrived in Australia. [ was really impressed with many things and could feel the difference
between Japan and Australia in many ways.

The first one is a homestay experience. I was just nervous at first because I thought it was too
hard for me to spend time with an Australian family using only English for four days. And I was also
afraid of making mistakes. At first it was really difficult to explain what I’m thought of in English, but
as I talked with my host family, I didn’t get nervous to talk with them. Thanks to this chance to speak
English a lot, I realized the importance of challenge and positiveness. In addition, I could find my own
task to improve my English. That is to get used to listening to English more. So I’'ll study English,
especially listening, harder from now on. And I could also learn about Australian native animals from my
host family.

Secondly, I joined the classes with my buddy. I was surprised because students have their own
school curriculums, therefore students can take classes which they want. I think it’s a good thing about
education in Australis because students can learn what they want in order to expand their knowledge.
Also students used their own computers in the class even in junior high school, so they can type so fast.
In this way, many things were different from these in Japan. In addition, the classes in Australia were
more participatory than Japanese classes so that students can ask teachers many questions during the
class. I felt Australian students didn’t care about making mistakes. I think they have already known
making mistakes isn’t an embarrassing thing through their classes because the teachers usually support
them even if they make mistakes. I want to take lessons positively like Australian student in Japan.

Thanks to this program, I could learn about other culture and have good experience. I could also

rediscover the importance of talking with foreigners. If I have other chance to talk with them, I want to

communicate more positively.
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Name: Yuna Kaneta (Meito High School)

Title: My Experience Through Blue Mountain Grammar School (BMGS)

At first, I was really excited because it was my first time to visit Sydney. But at the same time,
I was also nervous because it was also my first time to stay with an Australian family. I didn’t

know what it would be like to stay at someone’s house and it made me nervous.

I really wanted to talk to many people there. But at Wenona, the first school I visited, |
couldn’t talk to my buddy as I wanted to. I felt really awkward and was sad that I couldn’t get to
talk to her at lunch time. However, those failures gave me courage and before leaving school, |
could ask her many questions about school. | was relieved to see that she was happy to answer

my questions.

After arriving at BMGS, all of my friends went happily to their buddies, but my name was
not called as quickly as | thought. I got nervous and lonely. I almost jumped out of my chair
when my name was called. She gave me a big smile and introduced herself. My host mother was
really charming and she also had a big smile like her daughter. From the experience of the
Wenona, | asked my buddy and my host mother questions and told them my story in more

details.

The first place we went was Lincoln’s Rock, where you can see the beautiful view of the Blue
Mountain. It was surrounded by cliffs, but there were no fences. There was another tourist who
was very brave and sat on the edge of the cliff. My buddy saw them and said, “Do you want to try
it?” I shook my head, laughed and said “Of course not!” She, laughed and said, “Me, neither.”
That was one of the conversations that left an impression on me because this was the first time we

laughed and made a little joke.

In Sydney, | had many great experiences, especially in BMGS. I could talk to many people
there including my buddy’s friends. | still remember a lot about our talks on the way to school on
the bus. I want to keep up my English skills and talk to many people like I did at BMGS. | will
keep in touch with my buddy and talk about our school. Someday | want to visit Blue Mountain

with my family and stay at a hotel which my host father runs.
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Name: Ryosuke Mochizuki (Meito High School)
Title: What I think and realize from my experience in Sydney

We visited to Australia for twelve days and did many activities. This is my first visit abroad and all
things in Australia were interesting for me. However, if you say "Please write your experiences in just a few
words" | will answer "1 need a lot of things to do."”

For example, on the second night at my home in Sydney, my host father showed me a Bass guitar
playing. Actually, in the tanning in Nagoya, the staff told us, there are some reasons why you adjust to your host
family. However | can't find any reasons why | adjusted to this family, but | found the answer on the second
night. It's the bass guitar. | wrote "playing bass guitar" in the hobby frame in the personal form. | was very
impressed that one instrument connects me to the family in the southern hemisphere. Also, his playing was
wonderful. This event was very impressive for me. But still | didn't have enough vocabulary to appreciate his
playing. | feel happy but I couldn't tell my feeling to my host father enough. | could tell him just one percent or
smaller of my thought. This experience was very regretful and made me realize how important to learn English.

Also this experience taught me how important to study in school. Some students say "I will never use
knowledge that | studied at school in my life", but it's not an important point. The important point is to be a
person who "can" use knowledge when needed. Our English word book has more than one thousand words. Of
course, we won't use all of them in our life. However if we know all of them, we can use them whenever and
wherever. It's a great advantage. Nobody can't predict our life. For example, | chat with a woman at Sydney City
Hall. When | read the leaflet on Sydney City Hall after chatting with her, | noticed she is City Mayor of Sydney.
I couldn't predict that | chat with City Mayor of Sydney face to face. If | studied English harder, I might enjoy
chatting with her more. So, use the knowledge is important. This thing doesn't apply not just to English learning
but also to all the subjects.

According to these experiences, | need a lot of things to do. And also | know that if I study harder,

knowledge should help me someday. There is no useless knowledge, so | have to get more knowledge to enjoy

my life.
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