
Name: Yurino Oka (Kikuzato High School)  

Title: Difference in Education  

 

The days I spent in Australia as one of the Japanese ambassadors were so brilliant that it could 

not be described in a few words. I was able to learn numerous things about Australia, and they made me 

more and more curious as I found out about this fabulous country. 

To start with, education was the number one matter that caught my attention; I had expected it, 

but it was far different from Japanese education. Focusing on Wenona School and Blue Mountains 

Grammar School (BMGS), I found some similar aspects regarding the education system. 

One of the first similarities I noticed was that each school had their motto seen in many places 

such as uniforms, bags, and walls. I believe that by doing this, students feel that they belong to their 

school and will be frequently reminded of how they should behave every day. Wenona’s motto is “Ut 

Prosim” (That I may serve), and BMGS’s is “Per Ardua Ad Altiora” (Through Hard Work to Higher 

Achievements). Both are Latin, and are words students should keep in mind. 

Moreover, recess is one of the factors as well. Recess is an approximately 30-minute break 

between 2nd and 3rd period. Students can buy food from the canteen, sit around and talk, or play games 

on the sidewalk. It is a very good chance for students to interact with other students and to build up 

communication skills. 

In addition, the most significant difference between Australian and Japanese education was the 

use of technology. Almost all the students had a laptop they could use in class. In fact, I only saw one 

class, mathematics in BMGS, requiring students to turn in paper. Even in this class, students use their 

laptops to do homework. They use laptops for downloading textbooks and worksheets, creating 

presentations, checking teachers’ announcements, and asking questions to their teachers using their 

school email. I felt bringing technology into school is efficient, so I think Japan can start to use it more 

often. 

In conclusion, classes in Wenona and Blue Mountains Grammar School impressed me the most 

out of the many visits we did. It was a fantastic opportunity for me to learn about Australian education 

up close. I think learning about different countries’ education led me to have different perspectives among 

a topic. I would want more students in Japan to experience this moment when the view of this world 

widens up. In the future, I will make sure to take advantage of what I learned from this program in Sydney.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name: Ann Kato (Kikuzato High School) 

Title: My Wonderful Time In Australia 

 

This program was my first time to visit a foreign country without my family. I was 

very nervous about many things but thanks to everyone who I met, I made a lot of 

wonderful memories in Australia. 

When I went to Wenona high school and Blue Mountains Grammar School, I felt 

the differences between Australian and Japanese schools. In Australia, everyone had their 

own schedules, not as a class. Students don’t stay in one classroom but instead move to 

different classrooms. I was very surprised about it. I was also surprised at the amount 

everyone talks in class. Each student had their own opinions and asked many questions. 

In Japan, there aren’t many chances for us to raise our hands. Maybe it is part of our 

culture that we don’t want to make mistakes in class. Even if you have a question, you 

mostly ask them after class, not during the class. I thought the Australian style was nice 

and interesting. 

During my homestay, I had many exciting experiences. Before I met my host 

family, I was so nervous that I was about to cry. But when I saw them, my strain flew 

away. They took me to many beautiful places, taught me many things and cooked delicious 

meals. I also found many cultural differences like not working too much, taking more time 

with their family and different cuisine. 

When we went to the Town Hall, I understood our positions as cultural 

ambassadors. At the Town Hall, we were the ones that knew the most about Japan. 

Explaining Japanese culture and traditions to many people made us nervous but stronger 

at the same time. We gave everyone new ideas about Nagoya. Talking to many important 

people inspired us to think about our own future. This was the first time for me to talk to 

city council members. It was a great chance to think about my future dreams. 

I had many fantastic experiences and made many memories. I will never forget 

this visit to Australia and now I want to study English harder. I want to thank everyone 

who helped me and gave me the opportunity to go to Australia.

   



Name: Honoka Adachi (Kikuzato High School) 

Title: Treasure every Encounter 

 

      These seven days in Australia are my treasure for me. I had bitter experiences as well as good 

ones. But I think all of them led to my growth. 

      On the third day, we visited Wenona High School. I attended classes such as geoscience, history, 

and P.E. with my buddy and had snacks during recess. Every student was very kind to us. At recess, I 

didn’t have any snacks, then they shared theirs with me. Also, I met Japanese students who lived in 

Australia. I think they were amazing because it was difficult for us to take part in the classes even for 

one day. 

      From the fourth day on, we stayed in Blue Mountains. The five days there were my best 

memory. When we arrived at school, I was very impressed because there was a welcome poster which 

was written in kanji. In the social studies class, I explained the differences between Japan and Australia. 

They were so surprised to know that Japanese students are quiet in class. The most surprising thing was 

that the classes were like conversation between teachers and students. When teachers were explaining, 

students asked questions or gave opinions. I thought that style was very good. 

      During my homestay, I had a really satisfying time. At first, I was very nervous, but they were 

tender and treated me just like their family member. I gave them chopsticks. Then, they tried to eat 

curry and rice with chopsticks, but it was difficult for them. Later, they ate with spoons. It was so funny. 

When I talked with my host father about Japanese culture, religion, history, and my dream in the future, 

we were able to deepen our thoughts together. Also, I met a granddaughter of my host father. She was 

seven years old and very shy and cute. But she was attached to me. I was so glad to hear “When will 

we meet next?” On the last night, they gave me a message card and a stuffed koala. I was so moved that 

my eyes were filled with tears. My host mother said to me, “It’s not the end. Just beginning. You can 

come here anytime, because you are my family.” I really want to keep in touch with them. 

      My particular favorite was nature in Australia. When I feel homesick, the magnificent view 

such as the ocean, mountains, and the starry sky made me relaxed. I felt the grandness and beauty of 

the earth. 

      During this program, I noticed what was the most important was to keep healthy. My bad health 

condition caused many people trouble. I learned the most important thing in group behavior is to take 

care of myself.  

     I had many lovely encounters on this program. Through experiencing different cultures, I could 

realize some good aspects of Japanese culture. In Australia, almost all students had a big dream and 

tried hard to fulfill it. So, I have decided to devote myself to studying so that I will not lose them.  

 



Name: Yuga Yamazaki (Kikuzato High School) 

Title: A Wonderful Experience 

 

      When I first found out that I got this opportunity to have a quite rare experience, I just thought 

how I could make this a “wonderful” experience. But I wasn’t able to find out the “how.” Even though, 

days pass by. It was already the day of the flight. I didn’t know “how,” but I knew I had to be 

aggressive. 

      We arrived at Sydney. The first thing I felt was a feeling that I was free, and if you think of it in 

another way, it means no one is going to tell me the “how.” I knew I couldn’t go back, so I made up my 

mind to do everything I could.  

      First, we went around the city of Sydney, and visited a lot of famous, and non-famous places. I 

thought I knew that the view in Japan and Australia was different, but actually, it was much more 

different than I thought. The view was much more open, and the city was less cramped than Japan. The 

view which I found the most beautiful was Bondi Beach. Of course, the open ocean was beautiful, and 

the sand on the beach felt so soft, but the city I saw from there made me much more surprised and 

impressed by how different it was from Japan. The houses were continuously built on the cliff. It was 

just like a scene from some kind of a famous movie. I still remember the view from the beach. 

      After we went around Sydney, we went to Blue Mountains. The place is called like that because 

the oil emitted from the eucalyptus forest in the mountains makes them actually look like they are blue, 

even though the actual color of the mountains is green. At Blue Mountains, we went to see a group of 3 

rocks which was called The Three Sisters. And again, I was surprised at the open view. I could see 1000 

miles ahead in the mountains. If it was in Japan, the steep mountains will shut the view in front of you, 

but the mountains in Australia were gently sloping. I had a fresh feeling of looking over mountains. I 

felt so small, and felt the greatness of the land of Australia. And the next thing I experienced was 

staying at a home in a foreign country with strangers. Throughout the homestay experience, I 

discovered a lot of cultural differences between Japan and Australia, and also found out that I had never 

thought deeply about my life style. If I had ever thought deeply about it, then I would not have been 

surprised at people not taking showers at night, or meals served with only one dish. I was even a little 

embarrassed at how small I was thinking.  

      After all of that, I now think you don’t actually need a “how” for your goal. If you know it, you 

will get to your goal quickly, but it’s never easy to find it. Now I can think, go the long way. Try the 

best you can, and see if it works. This time, it worked. I had a really “wonderful” experience. Even if 

you try your best, then it may not work, but it will roll in a good way. That’s one thing I learned from 

this program. 


